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New Jersey Clean Air Council Meeting Record 
 
 

Wednesday, December 11, 2019 
 

CALL TO ORDER John Valeri opened the meeting.   

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT All Council members were present with the changes noted below. 
 

CALLED IN Robert Campbell 
Sandra Howland 
 

EXCUSED Andrew McNally 
Joseph Constance 
 

PUBLIC Kimberly Scarborough, PSEG 
Adam Newman, IBEW 
Bill O’Sullivan  
 

NJ DEP Staff Peg Hanna 
Melissa Evanego  
Frank Steitz 
Heidi Jones 
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Meeting Record 
- Richard Opiekun made the motion to approve the December minutes as submitted; Michael Egenton 

seconded the motion.  Minutes were approved with a unanimous vote. 
- Heidi will update invitation and send to mailing list and confirm DEP Commissioner for hearing. 
- Council and DEP staff coordinating list of speakers and contacts for the public hearing.   
- Presentation on “Current State of Diesel Technology and Future Advancements” was given by Allen 

Schaeffer and Ezra Finkin of Diesel Technology Forum.  And a presentation on “Natural Carbon 
Sequestration” was given by William Zipse of NJDEP.  PowerPoint and information will be posted on 
the Clean Air Council website. 

- Leonard Bielory made a motion to adjourn; Richard Opiekun seconded the motion.  Meeting was 
adjourned at 12:15pm. 

 
Administrative Report 

Presented by Francis Steitz, Director of Air Quality 
 

1. RGGI Strategic Funding Plan Development Webinar – On December 12, 2019, DEP, along with BPU and 
EDA, hosted a webinar on the development of the RGGI Strategic Funding Plan. The webinar 
culminates the State’s outreach and education regarding the plan’s development which included 4 in-
person workshops over the last two months.  The webinar reviewed the presentation given at the in-
person events, and summarized feedback received at those workshops. The webinar was recorded and 
is posted on the State’s RGGI website https://www.nj.gov/dep/aqes/rggi.html.  The input period closed 
on December 12, 2019.  Staff is summarizing the input and will share that summary with the State 
agencies on December 20, 2019. 
 

2. Outer Continental Shelf -- A proposal to incorporate by reference the relevant provisions of 40 CFR Part 
55 in New Jersey’s Administrative Code, which would then allow New Jersey to seek delegation of the 
authority to issue and enforce air permits on the outer continental shelf.  The rule proposal was 
published in the November 4, 2019, New Jersey Register.  No commenters attended the public hearing 
held on December 12, 2019 in the DEP Public Hearing Room.  Public comment closed on January 3, 
2020 with comments from only the Sierra Club.    

 
3. Liberty Generating Station Air Permit Denied – On December 13, 2019, AQES sent the North Bergen 

Liberty Generating Station a denial letter after the applicant failed to respond to a November 8, 2019 
deficiency letter sent by certified mail. The applicant was given thirty days to respond to the letter, 
which highlighted several technical deficiencies with their application, including required modeling in 
accordance with the Department’s multisource air quality modeling protocol and completion of an 
emission offset demonstration. 
 

4. BPU RGGI Leakage Stakeholder Meeting – On December 13, 2019, the BPU in conjunction with the 
Montclair State University Clean Energy and Sustainability Analytics Center hosted a public stakeholder 
meeting to discuss modeling potential greenhouse gas emissions leakage resulting from New Jersey’s 
participation in the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative starting in 2020. Specifically, Montclair State 
University facility and staff provided an overview of the modeling approach and data sources for 
modeling inputs to determine the potential environmental and economic impacts from leakage. 
 

5. Transportation and Climate Initiative Public Release – On December 17, 2019, the Transportation and 
Climate Initiative jurisdictions, including New Jersey, released a draft Memorandum of Understanding 
for stakeholder input, as well as technical modeling results with information on revenue, economic, 

https://www.nj.gov/dep/aqes/rggi.html


and health impacts from implementation of a cap and invest program for transportation fuels. The 
release was followed by a webinar explaining the materials in greater detail.  
 

6. Camden Plant Holdings, LLC, Permit Modification Request – On December 12, 2019, Camden Plant 
Holdings, LLC, submitted a modification request to include Hazardous Air Pollutants to their existing air 
permit where the potential to emit exceeds the recently revised applicable annual reporting threshold. 
This request, if allowed, would not require any physical or operational changes (i.e. no increase in 
capacity). 

 
7. Motor Vehicle Rulemaking -- The New Jersey Motor Vehicle Commission (MVC) recently adopted 

changes to its rules governing the State’s motor vehicle inspection program to allow roadside 
inspections of medium duty diesel vehicles (8,500 to 14,000 lbs.). This rulemaking was required for 
MVC to launch a pilot inspection program to determine tampering rates in this vehicle class. In its 
enforcement investigations, the Department has found high rates (30%) of emission control tampering 
among medium duty diesel vehicles.  
 
 

 
2020 MEETING DATES & LOCATIONS (tentative) 

 

January 8 ERM, 200 Princeton South Corporate Centre, Suite 160, Ewing 

February 12 STEM building at Kean University, 1075 Morris Ave, Union, NJ 07083 

March 11 NJ DEP, 401 East State Street, 6th Floor, Trenton 

April 1 * NJ DEP, 401 East State Street, 6th Floor, Trenton – PUBLIC HEARING 

May 13 NJ DEP, 401 East State Street, 6th Floor, Trenton 

June 10 NJ DEP, 401 East State Street, 6th Floor, Trenton 

July 8 NJ DEP, 401 East State Street, 6th Floor, Trenton (present to Commissioner) 

August No meeting. 

September 9 NJ DEP, 401 East State Street, 2nd Floor, Trenton 

October 14 NJ BIA, 10 West Lafayette Street, Trenton, NJ 

November 18 ** NJ DEP, 401 East State Street, 6th Floor, Trenton – possible Atlantic City 

December 9 IBEW, Local 94, 219 Franklin St., Hightstown, NJ 

* 1st Wednesday 
** 3rd Wednesday 


